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Bedding Benchmarks

Clare Bedding expanding
its Restonic product lines

By David Perry

ESCANABA, Mich, — Clare
Bedding, a longtime REestonic
licensee here, i strengthening
its commitment to that Top 15
bedding brand,

Cwner Don Balsavich, a
bedding veteran whose 30-plus
vears of experience include top
management positions at Spring
Alr ond Bestonic’s corporate
headquarters, has been focus-
ing on the bedding business as
a licensee since 1993,

"This is the era of the smaller,
well-run mattress producer,” he
soid. " As the mattress business is
currently very volatile, there are
great opportunities for growth
for the second-tier brands that
can out-maneuver and out-mer-
chandise the big *5' brands."

And thot's good news, he
said, for Clare Bedding, which
has been in business since 1936
and has been o Restonic licensee
since 1972,

Balzovich soys he's seizing op-

porinities in the bedding maor-
ket by ermphasizing the Hestonic
brond in the Upper Midwest.
His S0,000-square-foot foctory
sepvices Michigan, Wisconsin
natthern Indiana, northern 1-
lireots ard enslern Minnesola,

W are going o be focusing
of the Bestonic brand, which
Pas one of the strongest trode-
marks inthe industey — the
Marvelows Middie,” Balsavich
safd. The Marvelous Middle is
i reinforced desian in the center
thiirid of the mattvess, sel off with
visible stitch [ines, thot provides
ERIT SUPROET whete Consumers
meed 1T mcst, e salkd,

Balsavich savs he will be
featuring several exponded Be-
stonde product lines;

b The Comfort Care Select
line of Individually wropped
codl beds, retailing from 3999 1o
$2.499,

¥ The Health Best memory
Fooemy lime, retalling from 3559 10
£1.0%90 The ling toufs a " 1008
miade in the U.5." story that pes-

vy, Furmdiueetod Y. COIM

onates with retailers wha don't
want o turn o Chiness memaory
foam imports, he sald,

F A Restonic line featuring
Flexsteel-designed hox springs
that was remarchandised this
year and retails from $1,299 to
$2,999,

“Wa have already experi-
enced a shift to and a resurgence
of the'31,299 and up retall price
pednts,” Balsavich said, “If there
are real benefits the consumer
con see and feel they are willing
o pay the higher price points
und invest in better sleep, Our
two-sided mattresses continue fo
be very strong. This is an obei-
ous feoture/benefit that consum-
ers con easily understond, And
by continuing to rely on quality
components and not compro-
mising on materials or produc
tion methods we expedence a
refurn rate of bess than 0.5%.°

Clare Bedding supplies Res-
tonic-branded bedding to about
200 home furnishings retailers
and bedroom specialty stores

Don Balsavich, center, supervises construction of the
Flexsteel-designed box spring used In Restonle bedding line,

throughout the Midwest, in-
cluding Darvin Furniture in the
Chicago morket; Golden Fowler
Furniture ond Curries Furnifure
iy Troverse City, Mich,; Lond-0-
Drenms, Bochester, Minn. Al
Gieace, Bockford, LL; ond Kirkish
Furnifure, Houghton, Mich,

A pant of it decision to em-
phasize s Bestonic roots, Clare
Bedding haos discontinued its
affiliation with the Eclipse and
Eastrmarn House brands, Balsoy-
Ich sald, That will enable the
compony o stoeamline its pro-
duction and fncrease manaloc-
g efflciencies; s national
Dramads were difficull bo ronage
and support, he sobd.

Clare Bedding will continuwe
to manufachare s succesiol pri-
viate lobel Platinum Dreoms line

for retailer Penny Mustard Fur-
nishings, formerly known as M
Badroom Callery, with stores in
Chicago, Milwaukee and Min-
neapolis, And it will continue
to mearket its own Clare Bedding
products,

There are openings In the
current bedding market that
favor companies Hxe Clare Bed-
ding, according to Balsavich,

"Locally owned foctories can
tailor their bads and thelr pro-
grams to fit the region and the
dealer base that they serve,” he
said. *And the locol foctory own.
ers and management usually
know the retoil store owners and
hove open lines of communico-
tion with them. That makes for
o stronger, mutually beneficial
bbsiness padnership.”



